Grass Harvest Efficiency

Matching kit to conditions is key to success

o be a successful grass
harvesting contractor it’s
always been important to
have reliable machinery.
Now, in the modern farming era, it’s
also increasingly essential to have
a range of kit that is fast, flexible,
compatible and adaptable for
whatever conditions prevail.

That’s the view of Alan Tabernor,
who runs A.C. Tabernor Contracting
from Moreton Cottage Farm just
outside Rugeley in Staffordshire, and
he also says travelling increasing
distances is a necessity if you want to
maintain and build the business.

“The decline in the number of dairy
farmers has changed the nature of
the business for us in recent years,”
he says. “There’s no doubt we have to
go further afield these days, so this
needs to be taken into account when
selecting your machinery.”

A.C. Tabernor Contracting will
typically mow around 1,000 acres a
year, tedding and raking as required
by the customers and chopping a good
proportion of this grass. In addition,
they do combining, crimping, large
squarebaling,ploughing,cultivations,
hedgecutting and ditching. It’s a busy
schedule for Alan and his brother
Jeff, so over the years they've been
careful to assemble a range that
delivers high output as efficiently as
possible.

When it comes to grass machinery,
Kuhn is the manufacture of choice
for the rake, tedder and mower
conditioner. In the case of the
mower conditioner, switching from
a trailed machine to a front and rear
mounted combination has been key
to improving efficiency.
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“We used a trailed FC 303 very
successfully for ten years,” explains
Alan, “but four years ago we decided
to replace this with the mounted
combination. “We’re now cutting
twice the width and can comfortably
do up to 100 acres in a good day. We
can afford to go that much steadier,
which is better for the machinery and
the operators.

“One major advantage that we
have now is that all four of our New
Holland tractors can go mowing — so
we have a lot of flexibility. It takes
no more than half an hour to hitch
up the combination and grease it all
round.

“We don’t have the quick-fit blades
that are now available, but we expect
one set to last a season if we touch
them up with the grinder when
necessary.”

As with all Kuhn’s mower
conditioners, the conditioning unit

offers a good range of intensity and
Alan finds it a simple job to adjust
the settings according to conditions
or the customers requirements.

“We might be mowing for clamped
silage, bales or sometimes for direct
pick up by the forage box — and crops
vary throughout the season — so it’s
important to be able to adjust the
conditioning unit,” adds Alan.

For raking, Alan has recently
upgraded to Kuhn’s GA 7501 twin
rotor Gyrorake, which has a working
width range of 6.85 — 7.45 metres and
is designed for compatibility with
the mower conditioner combination.
He’s also added an 8.5 metre Kuhn
Gyrotedder to complete the current
range.

“There are wider rakes available
but this machine fits our system and
has the strength and reliability that
we need,” comments Alan. “Having a
high capacity tedder is an important
option for wus, even though not
everyone necessarily wants the crop
tedding out. You never quite know
what the summer is going present
in terms of weather conditions, so
having a flexible system with high
output potential is important.”

Alan and Jeff Tabernor tend to be
supported by their father during the
busiest time, when all four New
Holland tractors could be in
action together. It’s clearly an
operation that is prepared to
go the extra mile to deliver
fast and efficient grass
harvesting. FM
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